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1
PORTABLE COMPUTING DEVICE
DOCKING APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119
from Korean Patent Application No. 10-2013-0127659, filed
on Oct. 25, 2013, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present general inventive concept generally relates to
a portable computing device docking apparatus, and more
particularly, to a portable computing device docking appa-
ratus including an input unit and a portable computing
device detachably mounted on the input unit, where a user
command is input through the input unit to control the
portable computing device.

2. Description of the Related Art

In portable computing devices, for example, tablet per-
sonal computers (PCs) having a touch function, character
input or the like can be freely performed without a separate
accessory device.

However, when a user needs to input large amounts of
characters to the tablet PC, for word processing or other
purposes, due to a limit to input the characters to a screen
through a touch method, the tablet PC is used in a state in
which the table PC is docked with a docking apparatus
including a separate keyboard.

With regard to portable computing device docking appa-
ratuses, it is necessary to include a structure, by which a user
may conveniently manipulate an interface between the table
PC and the docking apparatus and change a mounting/
detachment status of the tablet PC.

Various types of mountable/detachable structures used in
the portable computing device docking apparatuses have
been developed and released including a conventional lock-
ing structure. In the conventional locking structure, when a
button provided around a mounting unit, on which the tablet
PC of the docking apparatus is mounted, is pressed or
pushed to one direction, a pair of hooks is interlocked with
a separate connection member, and moves from a locking
groove formed in a lower end of the tablet PC to a locking
release position.

To separate the tablet PC from the docking apparatus
through the conventional locking structure, a user must
consistently press or push the button to one direction
through one hand, and, at the same time, separate the tablet
PC from the docking apparatus by pulling the tablet PC to
a direction away from the docking apparatus, that is, to an
upward direction, through the other hand.

However, since the button has to be consistently pressed
or pushed to one direction through one hand until the tablet
PC is separated, it is not easy for the user to separate the
tablet PC from the docking apparatus through the conven-
tional locking structure. As such, the conventional locking
structure causes aggravated inconvenience to the user with
respect to the separation operation of the tablet PC.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present general inventive concept provides a portable
computing device docking apparatus capable of easily
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2

releasing locking of a portable computing device from a
mounting unit through a user’s operation of rotating the
portable computing device to a predetermined angle.

Additional features and utilities of the present general
inventive concept will be set forth in part in the description
which follows and, in part, will be obvious from the descrip-
tion, or may be learned by practice of the general inventive
concept.

The foregoing and/or other features and utilities of the
present general inventive concept are achieved by providing
a portable computing device docking apparatus, including
an input unit to input a user command, a mounting unit
disposed in one side of the input unit, and into which one end
portion of a portable computing device is separately
inserted, and a hinge unit to interconnect the input unit and
the mounting unit, and selectively lock and release the
portable computing device according to an angle formed by
the portable computing device mounted on the mounting
unit and the input unit.

The hinge unit may lock the portable computing device
when the mounting unit is set to rotate in a first angle range,
and release the locking of the portable computing device
when the mounting unit is set to rotate in a second angle
range exceeding an upper limit of the first angle range.

The hinge unit may include a fixing member fixed to the
input unit; a connection member fixed to the fixing member
and having a cam surface formed in one end thereof, a first
hinge shaft inserted into the connection member and rotat-
ably connected to the input unit, a second hinge shaft
disposed coaxially with the first hinge shaft and fixed to the
connection member, and a hooking part including a cam
protrusion in cam contact with the cam surface, and to rotate
with the mounting unit and slide along an axial direction of
the second hinge shaft.

The hooking part may include a hook formed to be
inserted into a locking groove of the portable computing
device, and the hook may be set to be located in the locking
groove in the first angle range, and set to a detachable
location from the locking groove in the second angle range.

The cam surface may include a first section corresponding
to the first angle range, and a second section corresponding
to the second angle range.

The hooking part may be elastically supported to the
second hinge shaft so that the cam protrusion is in close
contact with the cam surface.

The mounting unit may be rotatably connected to the
hinge unit, and the mounting unit may include a rear support
part and a front support part to support a rear and a front of
the portable computing device.

The hook part may be slidably guided to the rear support
part, and rotate with the rear support part.

The hinge unit may further include a pressing part to
maintain a rotation angel of the mounting unit in one side
thereof.

The pressing part may include a plurality of elastic
washers installed in the first hinge shaft; a first uneven part
supported by the plurality of elastic washers, and to rotate
with the first hinge shaft; and a second uneven part coupled
to the fixing member and selectively mutually uneven-
coupled to and uneven-released from the first uneven part.

The hinge unit may be disposed in the left and right of the
mounting unit in pairs.

The input unit may be a keyboard.

The foregoing and/or other features and utilities of the
present general inventive concept can also be achieved by
providing a docking apparatus that includes a first body, a
second body detachably connected to the first body in a
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foldable manner such that an angle is formed between the
first body and the second body, and a hinge unit disposed on
the first body to selectively engage with the second body
according to the angle formed between the first body and the
second body.

The second body may be mounted to the first body when
the angle is within a first angle range, and is separated from
the first body when the angle is within a second angle range.

A lower limit of the second angle range may exceed an
upper limit of the first angle range.

The hinge unit may include a connection member in a
fixed position with respect to the first body, the connection
member containing a cam surface including a first section
corresponding to the first angle range and a second section
corresponding to the second angle range.

The first section and the second section may be curved
portions of the cam surface.

The docking apparatus may further include a mounting
unit disposed on the first body to rotatably connect to the
hinge unit and, according to the angle formed between the
first body and the second body, to selectively receive the
second body.

The hinge unit may include a hooking part including a
hook to selectively insert into a locking groove of the second
body according to the angle formed between the first body
and the second body.

The hook of the hinge unit may be inserted in the locking
groove when the angle between the first body and the second
body is within the first angle range, and is separated from the
locking groove when the angle is within the second angle
range.

The second body may be detached from the first body
when the angle exceeds a predetermined range.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other features and utilities of the present
general inventive concept will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following description of the
embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a portable com-
puting device docking apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present general inventive concept;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating the portable
computing device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating a mounting unit
installed in an input unit illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a
mounting unit illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a first
hinge unit illustrated in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating a hooking part
and a portion of a connection member illustrated in FIG. 4;

FIG. 7 is another perspective view illustrating a hooking
part and a portion of a connection member illustrated in FI1G.
4;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view illustrating first and second
uneven parts of a pressing part illustrated in FIG. 5;

FIG. 9 is a side view illustrating an example in which a
portable computing device mounted on a mounting unit
rotates in a first angle range from an input unit, and an
example in which the portable computing device rotates in
a second angle range beyond an upper limit of the first angle
range;
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FIG. 10A is a view illustrating locations of a cam pro-
trusion and a cam surface in a state in which the portable
computing device is folded to the input unit as illustrated in
FIG. 9,

FIG. 10B is a view illustrating an example in which a
hook is set to a locking location in a locking groove in a state
in which the portable computing device is folded to the input
unit as illustrated in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11A is a view illustrating locations of a cam protru-
sion and a cam surface in a state in which the portable
computing device is set to a first angle range as illustrated in
FIG. 9,

FIG. 11B is a view illustrating an example in which a
hook is set to a locking location in a locking groove in a state
in which the portable computing device is set to a first angle
range as illustrated in FIG. 9;

FIG. 12A is a view illustrating locations of a cam pro-
trusion and a cam surface in a state in which the portable
computing device is set to a second angle range as illustrated
in FIG. 9; and

FIG. 12B is a view illustrating an example in which a
hook is set to a locking release location in a locking groove
in a state in which the portable computing device is set to a
second angle range as illustrated in FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the embodiments
of the present general inventive concept, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like
reference numerals refer to the like elements throughout.
The embodiments are described below in order to explain
the present general inventive concept while referring to the
figures.

Referring to FIG. 1, a portable computing device docking
device 10 according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present general inventive concept includes an input unit 100,
a mounting unit 200, and a hinge unit 300 containing a first
hinge unit 300a and a second hinge unit 3005 as illustrated
in FIG. 3.

The input unit 100 is a unit to transmit a user command
to a portable computing device 30, for example, a mobile
device such as a tablet PC. The input unit 100 may be a
keyboard including a keypad 110 or a keyboard including
the keypad 110 and a touch pad 130. The input unit 100 may
be a wired keyboard electrically connected to the portable
computing device 30 through a predetermined cable (not
illustrated), or a wireless keyboard to communicate with the
portable computing device 30 through a wireless signal.
When the input unit 100 is a wireless keyboard, the input
unit 100 may communicate with the portable computing
device in a Bluetooth communication manner or a WI-FI
communication manner.

The mounting unit 200 forms a space portion 201 into
which an end portion 31 of the portable computing device 30
is separably inserted. The mounting unit 200 includes a rear
support part 210 to support a portion of a rear surface of the
portable computing device 30, and a front support part 230
to support a portion of a front surface of the portable
computing device 30. The mounting unit 200 includes a
plurality of first guide protrusions 214 and a plurality of
second guide protrusions 215 formed in a groove 213.

The mounting unit 200 may include a predetermined
terminal part 250 illustrated in FIG. 3, to be electrically
connected to a terminal part 33 illustrated in FIG. 2. The
predetermined terminal part 250 of the mounting unit 200
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may be electrically connected to an electronic circuit (not
illustrated) of the input unit 100 through a flexible cable (not
illustrated). When the portable computing device 30 is
mounted on the mounting unit 200, a user command through
the input unit 100 may be transmitted to the portable
computing device 30, and power provided to the input unit
100 may be supplied to the portable computing device 30
and charge a battery (not illustrated) built in the portable
computing device 30.

The mounting unit 200 may rotate to a first angle range 61
or a second angle range 62 using the hinge unit 300 as a
rotation center, as illustrated in FIG. 9.

Referring to FIG. 9, the first angle range 01 is an angle
range from a location in which the portable computing
device 30 mounted on the mounting unit 200 comes into
contact with the input unit 100, when the portable computing
device 30 is folded onto the input unit 100, to a predeter-
mined angle when the portable computing device 30 rotates
away from the input unit 100, for example, about O degree
to about 125 degrees, but is not limited thereto. The second
angle range 02 may have a lower limit exceeding an upper
limit of the first angle range 61 and continuous until reach
an upper limit of the second angle range 62, for example,
about 126 degrees to about 135 degrees, but is not limited
thereto.

The first angle range 61 is maintained in a state in which
the portable computing device 30 is not detached from the
mounting unit 200, and the second angle range 62 is
maintained in a state in which the portable computing device
30 is detachable from the mounting unit 200.

The first and second hinge units 300a and 3006 intercon-
nect the input unit 100 and the mounting unit 200, and are
symmetrically disposed at a left end and a right end of the
mounting unit 200, respectively. The first and second hinge
units 300a and 3005 have the same structure, and therefore,
only the first hinge unit 300a will be described below.

Referring to FIGS. 3 through 5, the first hinge unit 300a
includes a fixing member 310, first and second hinge shafts
320 and 330, respectively, a connection member 340, a
hooking part 360, and a pressing part 380.

A first side portion 311 of the fixing member 310 is fixed
to an inner side of the input unit 100, and the first hinge shaft
320 is rotatably coupled to a second side portion 313 of the
fixing member 310.

The first hinge shaft 320 is rotatably inserted into the
connection member 340, and a plurality of fixing holes 321,
into which a plurality of fixing protrusions 211 protruding in
the rear support part 210 of the mounting unit 200 are
inserted, are formed in the first hinge shaft 320. Therefore,
the first hinge shaft 320 becomes a rotation center of the
mounting unit 200, and at the same time, the first hinge shaft
320 is fixed to the mounting unit 200 and rotates with the
mounting unit 200.

An end portion 323 of the first hinge shaft 320 penetrates
the second side portion 313 of the fixing member 310 and is
rotatably coupled to the second side portion 313 of the first
member 310.

The connection member 340 is rotatably disposed in an
inner side of the mounting unit 200 along a length direction
of the mounting unit 200. An insertion groove 342 of a
coupling protrusion 341 formed on one side of the connec-
tion member 340 is fixed and coupled to a side end portion
315 of the fixing member 310. Therefore, the connection
member 340 is not interlocked with the rotation of the
mounting unit 200, but instead maintains a fixing state to the
input unit 100.
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An insertion space 343, into which the first hinge shaft
320 is rotatably inserted, is formed in an inner side of the
connection member 340. A first penetration hole 344,
through which a first extension portion 324 extending from
the end portion 323 of the first hinge shaft 320 passes is
formed on one side of the connection member 340, and a
second penetration hole 345, through which the second
hinge shaft 330 passes, is formed on another side of the
connection member 340.

The first penetration hole 344 is formed in a circular shape
so that the first extension portion 324 of the first hinge shaft
320 is rotatable. Unlike the first penetration hole 344, the
second penetration hole 345 is formed in a non-circular
shape to correspond to a cross-sectional shape of an outer
circumference 331 of the second hinge shaft 330, and thus
the second hinge shaft 330 is coupled to the connection
member 340 so that the second hinge shaft 330 is unable to
rotate.

A cutting portion 346 is formed in the connection member
340, and the plurality of fixing protrusions 211 protruding in
the rear support part 210 of the mounting unit 200 are
inserted into the plurality of fixing holes 321 of the first
hinge shaft 320 through the cutting portion 346.

A supporter 350 is inserted into the insertion space 343 of
the connection member 340 together with the first hinge 320.
The supporter 350 connects and at the same time rotatably
supports the first hinge shaft 320 and the second hinge shaft
330, respectively. To this end, the supporter 350 includes a
first groove 351, into which a supporting protrusion 326 of
the first hinge shaft 320 is rotatably inserted, formed on one
side of the supporter 350 close to the supporting protrusion
326, and a second groove 352, into which a supporting
protrusion 332 of the second hinge shaft 330 is rotatably
inserted, formed on the other side of the supporter 350.

A cam surface 347 is formed on the another side of the
connection member 340 to couple with the second hinge
shaft 330. Referring to FIG. 7, the cam surface 347 may
include a flat section portion 347a, a first curved section
portion 3475, and a second curved section portion 347¢. The
first angle range 01 corresponds to a first section S1 of the
cam surface 347, that is, combination of the flat section
portion 347a and the first curved section portion 3475,
where the flat section portion 347a is continuous with the
first curved section portion 347a. The second range angle 62
corresponds to a second section S2 of the cam surface 347,
that is, the second curved section portion 347c.

A cam protrusion 365 of the hooking part 360, as illus-
trated in FIGS. 6 and 7, is in cam contact with the cam
surface 347 to slidably move. As the cam protrusion 365 is
guided to the cam surface 347 illustrated in FIGS. 10A, 11A,
and 12A, the hooking part 360 moves along an axial
direction of the second hinge shaft 330 illustrated in FIGS.
10B, 11B, and 12B.

Referring to FIGS. 5 through 7, the hooking part 360
includes a plate portion 361, a first cutting portion 362, a
second cutting portion 363, a coupling portion 364, the cam
protrusion 365, and a hook 366.

The plate portion 361 is slidably placed in the groove 213,
as illustrated in FIG. 4, which is formed in an inner circum-
ferential surface of the rear support part 210 of the mounting
unit 200. At this time, the plate portion 361 is guided by the
first guide protrusion 214 and the second guide protrusion
215 formed in the groove 213. In this case, the first guide
protrusion 214 is slidably coupled to the first cutting portion
362 formed on the plate portion 361, and the second guide
protrusion 215 is slidably coupled to the second cutting
portion 363.
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The coupling portion 364 is formed to extend from one
side of the plate portion 361, and is coupled to the second
hinge shaft 330 to simultaneously slidably move and rotate
along the second hinge shaft 330.

The cam protrusion 365 protrudes from one side of the
coupling portion 364 to face the cam surface 347. At this
time, the coupling portion 364 is elastically supported
toward the connection member 340 by an elastic member
371 installed in the second hinge shaft 330. Accordingly,
since the cam protrusion 365 closely contacts the cam
surface 347 in a pressing state, and is not spaced away from
the cam surface 347, the cam protrusion 365 slidably moves
along the cam surface 347, when the hooking part 360
rotates together with the mounting unit 200.

At this time, a nut 372 fastened to a screw portion 333 of
the second hinge shaft 330 may prevent the elastic member
371 from being deviated from the second hinge shaft 330.
The reference numeral 373 denotes a washer.

The hook 366 is formed to protrude from one surface of
the plate portion 361, and is selectively locked to or released
from a locking groove 35, as illustrated in FIG. 2, which is
formed in the end portion 31 of the portable computing
device 30.

The pressing part 380 includes a plurality of spring
washers 381 coupled to a second extension portion 325
extending from the first extension portion 324 of the second
hinge shaft 320, a first uneven part 383 elastically supported
by the plurality of spring washers 381 and rotating together
with the first hinge shaft 320, and a second uneven part 386
having a coupling groove 389 formed on one side thereof to
couple with the side end portion 315 of the fixing member
310. A nut 382 fastened to a screw portion 325a of the
second extension portion 325 may prevent the plurality of
spring washers 381 from being deviated from the second
extension portion 325.

The first uneven part 383 has a groove 385 outside a first
center hole 384, and the second uneven part 386 has a
protrusion 388 outside a second center hole 387, respec-
tively. The first center hole 384 and the second center hole
387 correspond to each other to receive the first hinge shaft
320. The first uneven part 383 and the second uneven part
386 can be uneven-coupled and uneven-released according
to whether or not the groove 385 and the protrusion 388 is
deviated from each other.

When the portable computing device 30 mounted on the
mounting unit 200 is folded to the input unit 100, as
illustrated in FIG. 9, the protrusion 388 is inserted into the
groove 385, and a folded state of the portable computing
device 30 to the input unit 100 is maintained. Further, when
the portable computing device 30 rotates in the first and
second angle ranges 01 and 02, respectively, to a direction
in which the portable computing device 30 is spaced apart
from the input unit 100, the protrusion 388 is deviated from
the groove 385, and the first uneven part 383 is pressed to
the second uneven part 386 by the plurality of spring
washers 381 so that the portable computing device 30 may
be maintained to a desired angle.

Hereinafter, an action of the portable computing device
docking apparatus having the above-described configuration
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
general inventive concept will be described with reference to
FIGS. 9 through 12B.

When the portable computing device 30 is mounted on the
mounting unit 200, the hooks 366 of the hooking part 360
included in the first and second hinge units 300a and 3005,
respectively, are locked in a pair of locking grooves 35 of the
portable computing devices 30.
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When the portable computing device 30 mounted on the
mounting unit 200 is folded to the input unit 100, the cam
protrusion 365 is in contact with the flat section portion 347a
of the cam surface 347, as illustrated in FIG. 10A, and the
hook 366 is set to a locking location in the locking groove
35, as illustrated in FIG. 10B. At this time, the hook 366 is
maintained not to be deviated from a locking protrusion 35a.

When the portable computing device 30 rotates to an
appropriate angle in the first angle range 01 in order for the
user to use the portable computing device 30, the cam
protrusion 365 is in contact with the first curved section
portion 3475 of the cam surface 347, as illustrated in FIG.
11A, and the hook 366 is still set to the locking location in
the locking groove 35, as illustrated in FIG. 11B. At this
time, the hook 366 is still maintained not to be deviated from
the locking protrusion 35a.

When the portable computing device 30 rotates to a
direction exceeding the first angle range 61 and is in the
second angle range 02 in order for the user to separate the
portable computing device 30 from the mounting unit 200,
the cam protrusion 365 is in contact with the second curved
section portion 347¢ of the cam surface 347, as illustrated in
FIG. 12A, and the hook 366 is set to a locking release
location so that the hook 366 gets out of the locking
protrusion 35a, and then is deviated from the locking
protrusion 35, as illustrated in FIG. 12B.

According to the above-described exemplary embodi-
ments of the present general inventive concept, the portable
computing device 30 may be easily separated from the
mounting unit 200 through a simple operation of rotating the
portable computing device 30 to a direction away from the
input unit 100, and moving the portable computing device
30 to an angle within the second angle range 02.

Therefore, the portable computing device docking appa-
ratus according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
general inventive concept is convenient to use as compared
to the related art having a separate structure, such as the
conventional locking structure, through which the user has
to press the button and operate the hook in order to separate
the portable computing device from the mounting unit.

Although the exemplary embodiments of the present
general inventive concept describe the portable computing
device docking apparatus, the hinge unit 300 and the mount-
ing unit 200 are not limited to connecting the input unit 100
and the computer device 30. In other words, the present
general inventive concept also applies to other suitable
devices that can be connected in a foldable manner through
the hinge unit 300 and the mounting unit 200, such as a first
body and a second body, which do not necessarily have a
function of inputting a user command or serve as a computer
device.

Although a few embodiments of the present general
inventive concept have been shown and described, it will be
appreciated by those skilled in the art that changes may be
made in these embodiments without departing from the
principles and spirit of the general inventive concept, the
scope of which is defined in the appended claims and their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A portable computing device docking apparatus, com-
prising:

an input unit to input a user command;

a mounting unit disposed in one side of the input unit, and
into which one end portion of a portable computing
device is separately inserted; and

a hinge unit to interconnect the input unit and the mount-
ing unit, and selectively lock and release the portable
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computing device according to an angle formed by the
portable computing device mounted on the mounting
unit and the input unit,

wherein the hinge unit locks the portable computing

device when the mounting unit is set to rotate in a first
angle range, and releases the locking of the portable
computing device when the mounting unit is set to
rotate in a second angle range exceeding an upper limit
of the first angle range.

2. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the hinge unit includes:

a fixing member fixed to the input unit;

a connection member fixed to the fixing member and

having a cam surface formed in one end thereof;

a first hinge shaft inserted into the connection member

and rotatably connected to the input unit;

a second hinge shaft disposed coaxially with the first

hinge shaft and fixed to the connection member; and

a hooking part including a cam protrusion in cam contact

with the cam surface, and to rotate with the mounting
unit and to slide along an axial direction of the second
hinge shaft.

3. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the hooking part includes a hook formed to be inserted into
a locking groove of the portable computing device, and

the hook is set to be located in the locking groove in the

first angle range, and set to a detachable location from
the locking groove in the second angle range.

4. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the cam surface includes a first section corresponding to the
first angle range, and a second section corresponding to the
second angle range.

5. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the hooking part is elastically supported to the second hinge
shaft so that the cam protrusion is in close contact with the
cam surface.

6. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the mounting unit is rotatably connected to the hinge unit,
and the mounting unit includes a rear support part and a front
support part to respectively support a rear and a front of the
portable computing device.

7. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein
the hook part is slidably guided to the rear support part, and
rotates with the rear support part.

8. The docking apparatus as claimed in 3, wherein the
hinge unit further includes a pressing part to maintain a
rotation angel of the mounting unit in one side thereof.

9. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein
the pressing part includes:

a plurality of elastic washers installed in the first hinge

shaft;

a first uneven part supported by the plurality of elastic

washers, and to rotate with the first hinge shaft; and
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a second uneven part coupled to the fixing member and
selectively mutually uneven-coupled to and uneven-
released from the first uneven part.

10. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the hinge unit is disposed in a left and right of the mounting
unit in pairs.

11. The docking apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the input unit is a keyboard.

12. A docking apparatus, comprising a first body;

a second body detachably connected to the first body in a
foldable manner such that an angle is formed between
the first body and the second body; and

a hinge unit disposed on the first body to selectively
engage with the second body according to the angle
formed between the first body and the second body,

wherein the second body is mounted to the first body
when the angle is within a first angle range, and is
separated from the first body when the angle is within
a second angle range.

13. The docking apparatus of claim 12, wherein a lower
limit of the second angle range exceeds an upper limit of the
first angle range.

14. The docking apparatus of claim 12, wherein the hinge
unit comprises:

a connection member in a fixed position with respect to
the first body, the connection member containing a cam
surface including a first section corresponding to the
first angle range and a second section corresponding to
the second angle range, wherein the first section and the
second section are curved portions of the cam surface.

15. The docking apparatus of claim 12, further compris-
ing:

a mounting unit disposed on the first body to rotatably
connect to the hinge unit and, according to the angle
formed between the first body and the second body, to
selectively receive the second body.

16. The docking apparatus of claim 12, wherein the hinge

unit comprises:

a hooking part including a hook to selectively insert into
a locking groove of the second body according to the
angle formed between the first body and the second
body.

17. The docking apparatus of claim 16, wherein the hook
of the hinge unit is inserted in the locking groove when the
angle between the first body and the second body is within
the first angle range, and is separated from the locking
groove when the angle is within the second angle range.

18. The docking apparatus of claim 12, wherein the
second body is detached from the first body when the angle
exceeds a predetermined range.

#* #* #* #* #*



